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~By"John Biérman?

WASHNGTOV US intelligence offictals have been em-

barrassed by ‘an ‘American adventurer" whos recently re-

. turned from Soviet-occupled Afghanistan with 1tems of Rus-
hard

e These- include: what appears lto be a nerve-gas: ﬁlter a
- < hand-held missile launcher, sticks of an incendiary material
~ _similar to-napalm; and’ several rounds f om the new So i t

¥’ These items; plus- several hundred color shdes showxng
- evidence' of the"effectiveness. of ‘Afghan. guerrilla .tactics
. against Soviet armor, were brought to Washington by a for-.
: - mer US Marine Corps sergeant, Galen Geer, at the end of an"
.. assignment’ to’ Afghamstan for'“'Soldter  of Fortune,” a.
'monthly magazine written by, for and about mercenaries. -
~ i Geer, who insists he is not a mercenary but a frée-lance
Joumalist gave-a detailed briefing to Rep. Willlam. Dickin-
:.son {R-Ala.}, membe of the House Armed Servzces Com-
¢ mnittee.’: i -
~“=~Impressed by Geer's account, Dickinson called in senior
< officers of the Defense Intelligence Agency (DIA}) —the Penta-

.gon’s equivalent of the CIA. ~~who reportedly admitted that it
“was substanttally correct and that the gas filter was now in
;- their possession;’ courtesy of Geer and his publisher—editor

; .Agence commumty has been’ unable to gather as much infor:
', “mation.as a free: Iance like Mr. Geer," chkmson said in am

whai they do know T'd be véry concerned f ¥ ound they_
dxdn r know‘as much as this marn dm e

3 dence of Sovie seof gas in’ Afghanistan -If the: intelhgence"
community~can ‘now confirm that the: Russians are using’
Lgas. it should be. made public and: :Congress'should respond -
by appropriatlng the necessary fundsto acqmre a defensive
“‘capability, as well as'an.offensive wpability for.deterrent
effect.ﬁg;;- N e i b bR B S R e
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sColor*shdw of 'the; tube weapon.
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V """Geer“‘whu lives in Canon’ City.

1
Egfo;;. spent 11:days in April with mei
;Hezbi-i-Islani: :Moslem nationalist:
‘Cuerrillas = ‘or Mujahiddin, -as- they.-: I
‘Falkthemselves —in the Pakitia Prov—;
;R of Afghamstan -south of Kabul,_,
iecapital. b
'w;ge*was searching for proof that the‘
ians, -as " persistently reported,”
!’m beenr usmﬁ a knockout nerve gas
‘agamst the guemllas and-he believes
}he has found.it — in the bilky shape’
tof a filter that he removed from the:
san'-mtake system of a damaded Sovxet
gSCOUt car. .
R 4 weidhed about 80 pounds and
iwe Iugged it back with us, more than
‘60 miles, into Pakistan,” Geer said.
i"1t's now. inf the hands of an agency of
THE US government, and we're: sup-
posed to_get a detailed report from
tahem when ‘they-have examined it~
S think analysis will show that
tHigZRussians have been" usmg nerve:-
gayas the Mu}ahlddm allege~-. - .
i? in fact: the filter has been used
operationally' it may also permit anal-]
I&s.0f the'chemical composition of the
gas»which would ‘be’of great: impor—
gance in finding ways to counter it..
; 2Geer. -also-claims tohave brought
back a new Soviet weapon whose exis~]
tence has been rumored for some time
but never verified; This is a miniature
mxssile—!auncher ‘which”- Geer~“calls -} 1
“the- tube’ ‘weapon.”™ Unlike_the. gas.,
filter; this has net been tumed over ta}
US authorities.
~ ¥According to Geer it is now being:
examined and evaluated by unoffi cial. 5
weapons specialists.- - "
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